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               NOTE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
 
   Pursuant to Public Law 89—497, approved July 8, 1966 
(80 Stat. 271; 1 U.S.C. 113)— 
 
“. . .the Treaties and Other International Acts Series issued 
under the authority of the Secretary of State shall be competent 
 evidence . . . of the treaties, international agreements other than 
treaties, and proclamations by the President of such treaties and 
international agreements other than treaties, as the case may be,  
therein contained, in all the courts of law and equity and of maritime 
jurisdiction, and in all the tribunals and public offices of the 
United States, and of the several States, without any further proof 
or authentication thereof.” 
 



 

 

 
VIETNAM 

 
Consular Relations 

 
                                              Agreement effected by exchange of notes  
                                                  at Hanoi July 29 and 31, 2009; 
                                              Entered into force July 31, 2009.   

 



No. 0'/48/09 

The Embassy of the United States of America presents its 

compliments to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam and has the honor to propose the 

following: 

The Government of the United States approves the opening 

of a Consulate General in Houston by the Government of 

Vietnam, subject to applicable laws and regulations, with a 

consular district that comprises the state of Texas. Further 

instructions on procedures for opening the consulate will be 

provided to the Embassy of Vietnam in Washington, D.C., no 

later than 30 days after this agreement enters into effect. 

The two governments shall work toward completion of all 

necessary procedures so that the Consulate General in Houston 

can open no later than September 2009. 

The Government of Vietnam approves the consular district 

of the U.S. Consulate General Ho Chi Minh City as including 

the provinces/cities of: Thua Thien Hue, Da Nang, Quang Nam, 
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Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Blnh 

Thuan, Dong Nai, Ba Ria Vung Tau, Ho Chi Minh City, Sinh 

Duong, Long An, Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Can 

Tho, Hau Giang, Bac Lieu, and Ca Mau. The Government of the 

United States agrees to expand the consular district for the 

Vietnamese Consulate General in San Francisco to the states of 

California, Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, Utah, 

New Mexico, Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming. 

The Government of Vietnam approves the opening of a 

Consulate in Danang by the Government of the United States, 

with the provision that the United States will not open this 

Consulate until after January 2010. 

The Government of Vietnam and the Government of the 

United States reaffirm their commitment to facilitate consular 

officers of the consular posts of the Sending State in the 

performance of consular functions outside their consular 

district in accordance with the Receiving State's applicable 

laws and regulations, bilateral agreements, international 

agreements, and practices. 

Noting that the opening of more consular offices in both 

countries will constitute a signi.ficant deepening of our 



consular relations, the Governments of the United States and 

Vietnam agree to hold annual consultations on consular issues 

beginning one year after the date this agreement enters into 

force, including inter alia discussion of implernentation by 

both sides of thi.s agreement. 

The Government of the United States approves the opening 

of a Vietnamese Consulate in New York at a time in 2010 

suitable to the Government of Vietnam and the Government of 

the United States after the first consultation meeting has 

taken place. 

If the aforementioned proposal is acceptable to the 

Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the ~mbassy 

proposes that this note together with the Ministry's favorable 

note in reply shall constitute an Agreement between the 

Government of the United States of America and the Govf~rnment 

of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam regarding consular 

districts and new consulates, in implementation of the 1963 

Vienna Convention on Consular Relations, which shall enter 

i.nto force on the date of the Ministry's response. 

Proposed Gowrnmel1f l?{ Vietnam re.l'ponse note: 



The Ministry of Foreign Affairs ofthe Socialist Republic of Vietnam presents its compliments to the 

Embassy of the United States of America and has the honor to acknowledge the F.mbassy's Diplomatic Note 

number 0748/09 dated July 17, 2009 which reads as follows: 

The ~~assy of the United .States of 1\nlerica presen.ts its 
compliments to the Ministry of ~·ore::i.qn Affairs of tho 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam and has the honor to propose the 
following: 

The Government of the United States approves the openi.ng of a 
Const:late General in Houston by the Government of Vietnam, subject 
to a~plic:ilhlc laws and regulations, wi.th a consular district that 
comprises the state of Texas. Furt.hor in:;t:ruc:tlons on procedures 
for op~ming the consulat(l will be provided to the E'.mbassy of 
Vie~nam in Washington, D.C., nn lftter than 30 days after this 
acp;ecm(mt. enters into effect. 'l'ho t:wo governments shall work 
toward compl(Jtion of all m1cessary procedures so that tlw 
Consulate G~neral in Houston can open no later than September 
2009. 

The Government of Vietnam appr.oves the consular district of the 
u.s. Consulate General Ho Chi Minh City as including the 
provinces/cities of: Thua Thien Hue, Da Nang, Quang Nnm, Quang 
Ngai, Blnh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh Hoa, Ninh Tlman, B:i nh 'l'huan, nong 
Na.i, Ba IHa Vung 'l'au, Ho Chi Minh Ci.ty, Rinh Duong, Long An, '!'.ion 
Giang, non Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, Can Tho, llau Giang, Bac Lieu, 
and Cn Mnn. '!'he Government of the United States agrees to expand 
tho consulnr district for the Consulate General in San Francisco 
to the states of California, Hawaii, Alaska, Or.egon, Washington, 
1\r.izona, Utah, New Mexico, Colorado, Idaho, and Wyc)ming. 

'l'hc Govcrnmont: of Vietnam approves the opening of a ConsuJate in 
Danang by the Government of the Uni.ted States, with tho pr<>vision 
that the United States will not open this Consulate until after 
January 2010. 

The Government of Vietnam and tho Government of the Uni.ted States 
reaffirm thei.r commitment to fac:ilitate con:mlar officers of the 
consular posts of the Sending Statc1 in the performance of consular 
functions outside their consular district in accordance with the 
Receiving State's appl.i.cable laws and regulations, bi.i.at.nr·al 
dgreemont:s, international agrP.ements, and pract.:iccs. 

Noting that. the opening <lf more consular off.ices in both countries 
will conHti~ute a significant deepening of our consular relations, 
the Governments of the UniLcd Stat.ClS and Vietnam agree to hold 
annual cc>n!ml Lilt. ions on consular iss\Hi!S begi nn i nq one year after 
the dat<~ th.i s agreement enters i.nto force, including inter illia 
discussion of implementation by both sides of this agr()t)mcnt. 

The Cover.nment of the Un.i ted States approves the opcni.ng of a 
Vietnamese consulate in New York at a t.i.me in 2010 suitable to the 
Government of Vietnam and the Government of t.hc United States 
after the first consultation meeting has taken plac:e. 

If the aforementioned proposal is acceptable to thu Government of 
the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the ~assy proposes that th.is 
nob~ together with the Ministry's favcr.ab.le note i.n reply shall 
constitute an Agreement between the Government of the United 



St:at<!.s of America and the Governm<!nt of th<;! Soci.a L:i $t Republic of 
Vietnam regarding consular districts and now consulates, In 
implementation of the 1963 Vienna Convent.i on on Consul;1r 
RolaLions, which shall enter into force on the date of the 
MinisLry's r<lUPOilS<!. 

The Ministry confirms that the proposal set forth in the Embassy's note is acceptable to the 

Govemment of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam and agrees that this note and the Embassy's note shall 

constitute an Agreement between the two governments, which shall enter into force on the date ofthis note. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam avails itself of this opportunity to 

renew to the Embassy of the United States of America the assurances of its highest consideration. 

F:nd (!f'proposed note 

The Embassy of Lhc United States of 1\rne.r.Lca avails itse:l f 

of Lhis opportunity to renew to the Ministry of ~~reign 

Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam the assurances of 

its highest consideration. 

Embassy of the United States of America, 

Hanoi, July 29, 2009. 

Soc .. •Rlist Republic of Vietnam} 
l-!2' ;. ss 
L.:.., Embassy 

1. the undersigned consular officer 
of the United States of America. duly 
coi'T"~ .. ~s.oned and qualified, do he.eby 
ce'' t.1at ths foregoing is a true and 
fa:. copy of the original/ ~ this 
de._ , ·:oiled to me the same having 
bee :.refully examined by me and 
co;Y Cj with the said original/ CQPf' _ 
an, ; to agree therewith wor~ for:.· 
wo•r , t;gure for figure. : 

WITNESS WHt:REOF: ! huve 
hereu :,c' my hand and ~xed ihe. 
eeal r,l 1 ·~ .S. Embassy. ~~ _ 

~~:.~:;;.; ::.:': ... !IC~· 
•t 1LLIAM 1. WEISSMAN 
CONSUL 

MelvinCM
Text Box







U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 
Translating Division 

Translation 

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 
SOCIALIST REPUBLIC OF VIETNAM 

Number: 427/CH-BNG 

To: 
The Embassy of 
The United States of America 
Hanoi 

LS No. 12-2010-0401 
Vietnamese/English 

HVCNN/PH 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam presents its compliments to the 

Embassy of the United States of America in Hanoi and has the honor to acknowledge the Embassy's 
Note number 0748/09 dated July 29, 2009 and having the following content: 

"The Government of the United States approves the opening of a Consulate General in Houston by the 
Government of Vietnam. subject to applicable laws and regulations, with a consular district that 

comprises the state of Texas. Further instruction on procedures for opening the consulate will be 
provided to the Embassy of Vietnam in Washington, D.C., no later than 30 days after this agreement 

enters into effect. The two governments shall work toward completion of all necessary procedures so 

that the Consulate General in Houston can open no later than September 2009. 

The Government of Vietnam approves the expansion of the consular district of the US. Consulate 
General in Ho Chi Minh City to include the following provinces and cities: Thua Thien Hue, Da Nang, 

Quang Nam, Quang Ngai, Binh Dinh, Phu Yen, Khanh Hoa, Ninh Thuan, Binh Thuan, Dong Nai, Ba 

Ria-Vung Tau, Ho Chi Minh City, Binh Duong, Long An, Tien Giang, Ben Tre, Vinh Long, Tra Vinh, 

Can Tho, Hau Giang, Bac Lieu and Ca Mau. 

The Government of the United States agrees to expand the consular district of the Vietnamese Consulate 

General in San Francisco to the states ofCalifornia, Hawaii, Alaska, Oregon, Washington, Arizona, 

Utah, New Mexico, Colorado, Idaho, and Wyoming. 



The Government of Vietnam approves the opening of a Consulate in Da Nang by the Government of the 

United States, with the provision that the United States will not open this Consulate until after January 

2010. 

The Government of Vietnam and the Government of the United States reaffirm their commitment to 

facilitate consular officers of the consular posts of the Sending State in the performance of consular 

functions outside their consular district in accordance with the Receiving State's applicable laws and 

regulations, bilateral agreements, international agreements, and international practices. 

Noting that the opening of more consular offices in both countries will constitute a significant deepening 

of our consular relations, the Governments of the United State and Vietnam agree to hold annual 
consultations on consular issues beginning one year after the date this agreement enters into force, 
including discussion of implementation by both sides of this agreement. 

The Government of the United States approves the opening of a Vietnamese Consulate in New York at a 

time in 2010 suitable to the Government ofVietnam and the Government of the United States after the 

first consultation meeting has taken place. 

If the aforementioned proposal is acceptable to the Government of Vietnam, the US. Embassy in 
Vietnam proposes that this note together with the favorable note of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 

Vietnam in reply shall constitute an Agreement between the Government of the United States and the 
Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on the consular districts and new consulates, in 

accordance with the 1963 Vienna Convention on Consular Relations. This Agreement shall enter into 

force on the day the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam issues a note of approval." 

The Vietnamese Ministry of Foreign Affairs declares that the contents of the U.S. Embassy's 
aforementioned Note number 0748/09 dated July 29, 2009 are acceptable to the Government of the 
Socialist Republic of Vietnam. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Vietnam agrees that this Note and the 
U.S. Embassy's Note number 0748/09 dated July 29, 2009 shall constitute an Agreement between the 
Government of Vietnam and the Government of the United States. This Agreement shall enter into force 

on the date of this Note. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam would like to take this opportunity 

to extend its cordial regards to the Embassy of the United States of America in Hanoi. 
[Initials] 

Hanoi, July 31, 2009 




